START WITH THE MOST
DISORGANISED PERSON IN MIND

Frankie Taylor

Systems need to work for everyone sharing your home.

When it comes to organising a home, most people focus on creating
neat and stylish spaces that reflect their ideal living environment. But
here’s the thing: no system is going to stick if it only works for the
most organised person in the house. Instead, the best approach is to
build your organisation systems with the least organised person in
mind. Here’s why.

Why the most disorganised person matters

Every home has that one person (or maybe a few) who struggles to
keep things tidy. It could be a partner who drops their keys in random
places, a child who leaves a trail of toys like breadcrumbs, or even a
housemate who swears they’ll fold the laundry "later." These are the
folks who will test your home’s organisation to its limits. If your
system can work for them, it can work for anyone.

The goal is to create systems that are so simple and intuitive that even
the most scatterbrained member of your household can follow them
without much effort.

Keep it simple, not perfect

When you're designing an organised space, aim for simplicity over
perfection. It’s tempting to arrange everything in colour-coordinated
bins or go all out with fancy labels, but those systems often fall apart
when they’re too rigid. Think of it this way: if the system is too
complicated for the messiest person in your home, they’re just not
going to use it. And once they stop using it, things quickly spiral back
into chaos.

Think of it this way: if the system is too
complicated for the messiest person in
your home, they’re just not going to use
it. And once they stop using it, things
quickly spiral back into chaos.

For example, instead of requiring shoes to be stored in a perfectly
lined-up shoe rack, try a large, easy-to-access basket by the front
door. Rather than expecting everyone to file away papers in a
specific order, have a “drop zone” for all incoming mail and
important documents. The key is making it easier to put things
away than to leave them lying around.

Consider habits and behaviour

Take a moment to observe the habits of the least organised person
in your home. Where do they naturally drop their things? What’s
their go-to spot for dumping clutter? Instead of fighting against
these habits, work with them. If your partner always leaves their
keys on the kitchen counter, set up a designated tray or hook right
there. If your kids toss their school bags by the door, place some
hooks or cubbies in that exact spot.

By designing systems that align with existing behaviours, you’re far
more likely to create a home that stays organised for the long haul.

Involve the whole household

Involving everyone in the organising process is crucial. Ask for input
from the most disorganised members of your home. Find out what
they struggle with and what would make things easier for them. If
they feel included and see that the system works for them, they’re
much more likely to stick with it.

Plus, getting everyone on board fosters a sense of shared
responsibility. When the systems are designed with everyone’s
needs in mind, it’s easier to encourage the entire household to
participate in maintaining an organised space.

At the end of the day, the goal of home organisation isn’t about
achieving perfection or creating Pinterest-worthy spaces. It’s about
designing a home that functions well for everyone who lives there
—especially the most disorganised among us.
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Task

1O-POINT CHECRKLIST

Child

Teenager

al freme

Adult

Designate a
Drop Zone

Simplify Storage

Tidy in Short
Bursts

Label Everything

Create a Routine

Contain the
Clutter

Tackle One Area
ata Time

Keep It
Accessible

Daily Reset

Reward Yourself

alid

Create a basket for toys
and books.

Use bins for easy toy
cleanup.

Clean up during ad breaks
or in 5-minute sessions.

Use picture labels for toy
bins.

Put toys away before bed.

Have a toy box for
random items.

Start by organising one
shelf or drawer.

Store favourite toys
within reach.

Make a game out of
putting things away
quickly.

Get a sticker for every
tidy-up!

Have a tray for keys,
wallet, and phone by the
door.

Use open shelves or
hooks for quick storage.

Set a timer for 10
minutes and do a quick
sweep.

Label shelves or drawers
for easy access.

Do a daily floor sweep
before dinner.

Use a basket for stray
clothes or gadgets.

Focus on clearing one
corner of the room.

Make daily essentials easy
to grab.

Do a quick tidy of your
desk before bed.

Treat yourself to a snack
or extra screen time.

Set up a catch-all bowl
for loose change and mail.

Go for baskets or cubbies
instead of fancy drawers.

Use the “one song” rule—
tidy for one music track.

Use clear labels on
containers for quick finds.

Tidy up your workspace at
the end of the day.

Set up a “junk drawer” for
all the little bits and bobs.

Pick a problem spot—Iike
the kitchen counter—and
work on just that.

Keep frequently used
items visible and
convenient.

Take five minutes each
evening to reset key
areas.

Enjoy a small reward—
like a coffee break—after
completing a task.
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